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Remarks 

This communicatioii responds to the Office Action mailed June 6, 2005 for the 
appUcation captioned above. By this amendment, claims 1, 10-13, 20. 31-36 and 45 are 
amended. It should be noted tbat claims 10-13 and 31-36 are amended only to coirect 
typograpWcaIerrorswherelhetem"strap"hadbeensubs«itutedforthetem The 

following remaiks are req^eciMly submitted. 
§102 Rejections 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Hairia CUS 
5,441.066), and it is assumed, according to the Examiners discussion of claim 2, that claim 2 is 
also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being antidpatedby Harris. Applicant traverses the 
rqection of claims 1 and 2 based on the following argument. 

Hams neither teaches nor suggests every element and limitation of claims I and 2. For 
example, independent claim 1 defines a watercrafl cover including, inter alia, a sheet of water 
repeUant material, a first pocket and a second pocket attached to the sheet, a support structure 
sleeve located substantially between the first and second pockets, and at least one support 
strocmie having a first end received in the first pocket and a second end received in the second 
pocket, the support structure extending fix>m the first pocket to the second pocket through the 

support stmcture sleeve. 

The Examiner likens the support structure of claim 1 to a combination of the tube 12b 
and the primary support ribsl6 (called a plurality of anns by the Examiner) of Harris. It can be 
clearly seenin Figure 1 ofHairis, that none of libs 16 extend fiom their lower ends, each 
received in a nylon sleeve 44 (pocket), though a support structure sleeve to another rib end tbat is 
received in another pocket; and. although tube 12b extends throu^ tube 12a (considered a 
support structure sleeve by the Examiner), neither end of tube 12b is received in a pocket 
attached to sheet 14. 

m li^t of the argument presented for clahn 1 . Applicants respectfiilly request that the 
Examiner withdiaw the rejection of claim 1. and of claim 2 dependent thereon. 
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Claims 20. 22, 24, 25. 35, and 36 are iqccted under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
nnpatentableovcrHaim (US 5,441,066) mview af^oel (US 3.960,162). AppUcant traverses 
the rejections of claims 20. 22, 24, 25, 35 and 36 based on the following argument. 

Neither Hairis nor Noel, individually or in combination, teach or suggest every element 
and limitation of claims 20. 22, 24, 25, 35 and 36. For example, independent claim 20 defines a 
travel watercraft cover including, inter alia, a sheet of water lepellant material and a dual 
retention system that includes a first relatively elastic cord and a second relatively inelastic card, 
each cord generally following the outside perimeter of the sheet Such a dual retention system is 
not suggested in the cited references, either alone or in combination, and provides superior 
funcdcnality compared to the prior art For example, the relatively inelastic cord is usefiil for 
rigidly securing the cover to the wat^craft and the relatively elastic coid is useflil for reducing 
gapping in the sheet 

The Examiner has asserted that one of the at least four straps 26 of Harris constitutes a 
dual retention system wherein the nylon strap 26 is a relatively elastic cord and the D-ring 62 is a 
relatively inelastic cord. Although the nylon st«p 26 of Harris may be relatively elastic 
compared to the 62, Harris does not show the nylon strap 26 extending generally 
following the outside perimeter of sheet 14. 

In light of the argument presented above. Applicant respectfiilly requests that the 
Examiner withdraw ihe igection of daim 20 and claims 22, 24, 25, 35, and 36. dependent 
hereon. 

daims 20.21 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jannausch (US 5.228.408) in view of Litsheim (US 2^11,728). AppUcant traverses the 
i^ections of claims 20, 21 and 27 based on the following argument. 

Neither Janmwsch nor Litsheim. individually or in combination , teach or suggest every 
element of claims 20, 21 and 27. For example, independent clahn 20 defines a travel watercraft 
cover including, inter aha, a sheet of water repellant material and a dual retention system that 

11 



PAGE 12/14'RCVDATmi5:U:08 II [Eastern Daylight Tiine]*SVR:USP^^ 



09-02-05 04:18PM FROM- 



T-823 P. 013/014 F-266 



Application No. 10/828,593 
Page 12 of 13 

includes a first relatively elastic cord and a second relatively inelastic coid, each coid generally 
following the outside perimeter of the sheet 

Although straps 20, 21 of Jannauschmay constitute aretention system, neither strap 20. 
21 extends in a direction foUovring the outeide perimeter of the boat cover 12. for example the 
periphery 19. Althou^ Litsheim shows a seizing 5 including a rope member 5' and an elastic 
member 6, Litsheim does not show the elastic member extending in a direction foUowmg the 

outside perimeter of tiie cover 3. 

In Ught of ihe argument presented above. AppUcant respectfijlly requests that the 
Examiner withdraw the rejection ofclaim 20 and claims 21 and 27, dependent thereon. 

dauns 45 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.a 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hanis 
(US 5,441.066). AppUcant traverses the reiectionofclaims45 and 46 based on the foUowing 

argument 

The method of independent claim 45 includes the steps of securing a vratercraft cover that 
includes, inter alia, a support structure sleeve attached to a sheet of the cover and located 
substantially between first and second pockets, and inserting a first end of ai least one support 
structoie into the first pocket and a second end of the at least one support stmcture into the 
second pocket with flie at least one si^ort structure extending through the sleeve. The 
Examiner has asseited tiiat the mefliod steps of claims 45 and 46 are inherent in the making and 
die use of the Harris apparatus, however, as pieviously presented in the argument for claim 1 , 
above, Hanis ndtfaer teaches nor suggests an apparatus including a si^ort structure extending 
ihrough a siqiport Structure sleeve fiom a first end of the support structure, received in a first 
pocket, to a second end of the support structure, received in a second pocket. 

In li^t of the argument presented above, Applicant respectfiiUy requests that the 
Examinerwithdrawtherejection ofclaim 45 and claim 46, dependent theieon. 
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Ai^lffyfthla matter 

m the Office Action. Ifae Examiner objected to 3-13, 23. 26, and 28-34 as being 
dependent upon a rgected claim and indicated that these claims would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent fonn. including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. AppUcanttniversestheobjectiontoclaims3-13.23.26.and28-34basedoa1he 
arguments presented herein for independent claims I and 20 and respectfully requests that 4e 
Examiner withdraw the objection to clahns 3-13, 23, 26, and 28-34. 

H, view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this appUcation is in condition for allowance. 
Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of the appUcation aie respectfiilly requested, 
/^plicant beUeves no fee is due to enter the present Amendment. The Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional filing fees required to Deposit A^comit No. 061910. The 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if the Examiner beUeves it wouldbe usefid to 
advaQce prosecutioiL 

Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: 




EUs^eth Lacy Belden 
Reg. No. 50,751 
(612) 492-7843 



FredrilQon & Byron, P.A. 
200 South Sixth Street, Suite 4000 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 USA 
Facsimile: (612)492-7077 
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